Partnering with Black funeral home
directors to reduce mortality and gun

violence

Extensive research reveals a close link between structural disadvantage, community instabil-

ity, and violence in urban Black neighborhoods. This conceptual study examines how
factors such as poverty, unemployment, systemic racism, and intergenerational trauma
correlate with premature deaths and gun violence. By proposing a theoretical framework

for the underexplored role of Black Funeral Home Directors (BFHDs), the analysis provides

insights into how trusted community-based institutions could potentially help address the
socio-economic and cultural conditions driving violence, emphasizing the importance of
developing targeted and culturally competent interventions through future research.

BACKGROUND

Economic and social disparities play a critical role in shaping patterns of firearm-related
mortality, particularly in Black communities disproportionately affected by gun violence.
Poverty, unemployment, and unequal access to healthcare and education exacerbate
community-level risks. Black youth and young adults face particularly high rates of firearm
homicide, with Black boys ages 15-19 experiencing homicide rates more than 25 times

higher than their white peers. While systemic inequities are well documented, the potential

role of local institutions like BFHDs—who maintain generational records, trust, and
cultural knowledge—remains theoretically promising but empirically unexplored. Under-
standing these pathways could be essential for future research on how local social and
economic conditions influence premature deaths and community violence.

KEY THEORETICAL CONTRIBUTIONS

¥ Framework Development: Proposes an
adapted Epidemiological Criminology
model specifically designed for BFHD
involvement in violence prevention. )

Y Cultural Competency: Emphasizes the
theoretical importance of culturally
grounded interventions that could
leverage existing community trust and ]
knowledge.

¥ Interdisciplinary Bridge: Suggests
pathways for connecting social work,

RECOMMENDATIONS

Y Pilot Program Development:
Conduct small-scale, funded studies to »
test proposed BFHD-social worker
partnerships and measure outcomes.

Stakeholder Engagement: Survey
BFHDs, community members, and

) social workers to assess feasibility and
cultural appropriateness of proposed
interventions.

» Training Protocol Research: Develop
and validate curricula for BFHD
collaboration, trauma response, and
violence interruption.

CONCLUSION

public health, and criminal justice
through community-based partnerships.

Prevention Levels: Theorizes how
interventions could potentially operate
at primary, secondary, and tertiary
prevention levels.

Historical Context: Documents the
significant but underutilized role of
Black funeral homes in community
support and data collection.

Funding Model Investigation:
Research sustainable financing
approaches that don't burden families
or funeral homes, including grants and
insurance coverage.

Outcome Measurement Develop-
ment: Create validated tools to assess
the effectiveness of community-based
violence prevention approaches.

Address Structural Inequities:
Continue parallel research on policies
that reduce systemic disparities linked
to violence and mortality.

UNEMPLOYMENT AND
VIOLENT CRIME:

Black communities
with fewer job
opportunities
experience higher
firearm homicide
rates.

POPULATION AND
VIOLENCE:

Densely populated
neighborhoods face
increased risks of
firearm incidents
and premature
deaths.

(1¢7¢7 POVERTY'S LINK TO
LT VIOLENCE:

(=3l Black youth are
disproportionately
impacted; in 2022,
the homicide rate for
Black boys ages
15-19 was 86.94 per
100,000, compared to
3.38 for white boys.

775 EDUCATION AND
4 VIOLENCE:

™ Exposure to gun
violence harms
educational
outcomes, fueling
cycles of disadvan-
tage.
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NEIGHBORHOOD
INEQUALITY:

Structural racism and
sOcio-economic
disparities perpetuate
community-wide
trauma and violence.

This conceptual study proposes that economic and structural challenges—including unemployment, poverty, and
systemic racism—could be addressed through innovative community-based approaches involving BFHDs as cultural
allies. The theoretical framework suggests these partnerships could potentially disrupt cycles of grief and violence while
expanding trauma-informed care. However, significant empirical research is needed to validate these concepts and
address implementation challenges before practical application. This work provides important groundwork for future
studies that could lead to more equitable, community-centered violence prevention strategies.



