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Police shootings and violent crime are significant concerns in the United States. This study

examines the relationships between socio-economic status, racial demographics, police
shootings, and violent crime across 100 of the largest U.S. municipalities. It aims to clarify
whether community factors like income inequality, mental health, and food insecurity
influence these outcomes, while also exploring the role of race in these dynamics.

BACKGROUND

The study draws on data from publicly accessible datasets, including health and police
records, to analyze police shootings and violent crime in relation to socio-economic and
community stress indicators. The goal is to identify key drivers of violent crime and police
shootings and understand their implications for policy and practice, especially concerning
racial disparities and socio-economic inequalities.

KEY FINDINGS

3 Violent Crime Drivers: Violent crime
rates are primarily influenced by
socio-economic factors, particularly
income inequality and lower academic
achievement, rather than race.

 Police Shootings: Police shootings are
linked to community-level mental
health concerns, food insecurity, and the
municipality’s violent crime rate. Race,
while statistically significant, was inverse-
ly related to police shootings, suggesting
more complex socio-economic dynamics
at play.

RECOMMENDATIONS

» Invest in Education and Poverty
Reduction: Municipalities should focus
on improving education quality and
reducing poverty through targeted
interventions, such as enhanced reading
programs and free school lunch initia-
tives.

» Address Community Mental Health:
Expand community-based mental health
services and integrate mental health
professionals in police response teams to
reduce interactions that could escalate to
police shootings.

» Enhance Police Training: Increase
training for police in de-escalation
techniques and cultural competency to
better manage encounters in high-stress,
high-violence neighborhoods.

CONCLUSION

% Socio-Economic Status: Socio-economic

factors, such as poverty and educational
attainment, are critical predictors of both
violent crime and police shootings. The
findings indicate that these elements
rather than race per se are the primary
drivers of community violence and police
use of force.

» Nuanced Role of Race: Although being

Black is an indicator of disadvantage, race
alone does not directly predict violent
crime or police shootings once socio-eco-
nomic variables are controlled.

» Reduce Income Inequality: Imple-

ment policies aimed at reducing
income inequality, such as increasing
minimum wages and providing
financial support for low-income
families, to indirectly lower violent
crime rates and reduce the need for
police use of force.

» Holistic Community Interventions:

Focus on comprehensive strategies that
address systemic issues of socio-eco-
nomic inequality and racial disparities
to improve both community safety and
policing outcomes.

The study underscores the importance of addressing socio-economic inequalities and
mental health concerns in reducing both violent crime and police shootings. While race
remains a factor, its influence is mediated by broader systemic issues of poverty and

community stress. Policymakers are encouraged to focus on socio-economic reforms and

holistic community interventions to create safer, more equitable environments.

MEDIAN VIOLENT
CRIME RATE

5.94 per capita across the
100 largest U.S. municipal-
ities.

MEDIAN POLICE
SHOOTINGS

13.7 police killings per
10,000 arrests,
highlighting the rarity
of fatal police
shootings.

KEY SOCIO-
ECONOMIC
FACTORS

Significant factors include
food insecurity (B = 0.37),
violent crime rate ( = 0.32),
and community-level mental
health issues ( = 0.28).

INCOME
INEQUALITY

IMPACT

Income inequality (B = 0.28)
and the percentage of
children eligible for free
lunch (B =-0.31) are strong
predictors of violent crime.



