
Toward Standardization of Police 

Use of Force Data

The inconsistency in police use-of-force data collection and reporting across jurisdictions 

poses significant challenges to understanding and addressing systemic issues in law enforce-

ment. This study explores the importance of standardizing use-of-force data to improve 

statistical analyses, identify disparities, and inform effective policy reforms. By developing 

uniform definitions and reporting practices, law enforcement agencies can enhance trans-

parency and accountability.

Current practices for collecting and reporting use-of-force data vary widely among law 

enforcement agencies. Differences in definitions, metrics, and reporting formats hinder 

efforts to identify trends, such as racial disparities or excessive force incidents. This study 

emphasizes the need for standardized approaches to ensure reliable, comparable data that 

can drive evidence-based reforms.

Adopt Uniform Definitions: Establish 

clear and consistent criteria for docu-

menting use-of-force incidents.

Standardize Reporting Formats: 

Ensure comprehensive incident-based 

and summary reports are consistent 

across agencies.

Enhance Data Collection: Include 

detailed situational and demographic 

factors in reports.

Increase Transparency: Mandate public 

reporting of use-of-force data to foster 

accountability.

Leverage Technology: Use advanced case 

management systems to integrate and 

streamline data collection.

Standardizing police use-of-force data is essential for improving statistical analyses, 

identifying systemic disparities, and guiding effective reforms. By adopting uniform 

practices, law enforcement agencies can enhance transparency, accountability, and public 

trust while addressing the root causes of excessive force.

Definitions of "use of force" differ 

significantly, ranging from soft controls 

to lethal force, complicating data aggre-

gation.

Reporting practices are inconsistent, with 

some agencies providing incident-based 

data while others only release summary 

reports.

Transparency challenges arise as many 

departments fail to report demographic 

information, such as race or gender, for 

individuals involved in use-of-force 

incidents.

Lack of uniform metrics limits the ability 

to identify systemic issues or compare 

practices across jurisdictions.

Standardized data fields, including 

situational and demographic factors, 

improve the accuracy of analyses and 

policy evaluations.
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DEFINITION GAPS:

REPORTING VARIABILITY: 

Agencies lack a unified 

definition of "use of 

force," impacting data 

comparability.

Formats range from 

detailed incident data to 

generalized summaries.

TRANSPARENCY

ISSUES: 

Many departments 

fail to disclose critical 

demographic details.

NATIONAL

STANDARDS: 

Only 71% of agencies 

voluntarily report to 

the FBI’s National 

Use-of-Force Data 

Collection.

TECHNOLOGY 

USE: 

Systems like BlueTeam 

can improve internal 

reporting but may 

separate data from 

other critical records.

› ›

››

›

› ›

››

›


