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The right to vote in Texas has historically been fraught with barriers, disproportionately
affecting people of color, low-income voters, English-language learners, and those impacted

by the justice system. This review examines the persistent challenges to voter access in
Texas, particularly for justice-impacted individuals, highlighting recent legislative actions
that threaten to disenfranchise significant portions of the population.

BACKGROUND

The report explores Texas’ extensive history of restricting voting access through both
formal and informal measures, from the Reconstruction era to present-day legislation. Key
issues include stringent voter ID laws, limited voting options, and policies that target
justice-involved individuals. The elimination of the elections administrator position in
Harris County in 2023 underscores these ongoing barriers, potentially disenfranchising

the county’s diverse population.

KEY FINDINGS

¥ Recent legislation (SB 1750 and SB 1933)
consolidates election control under state
officials, impacting local autonomy in
Harris County.

Y Justice-impacted voters, especially those
held pretrial or with past convictions,
face significant voting barriers, including
limited access to voting information and
registration.

% Strict voter ID laws and limited early
voting options disproportionately affect
communities of color, low-income
individuals, and those with disabilities.

RECOMMENDATIONS

¥ Reintroduce and expand in-person
voting options for incarcerated individ-
uals, including jail-based polling
locations.

% Implement community-led initiatives
to ensure access to voter eligibility
information for justice-impacted
individuals.

% Advocate for policies that restore local
control over elections in diverse areas
like Harris County to enhance accessi-
bility.

CONCLUSION

» Mail-in ballot rejections, poll closures,
and inadequate physical accessibility at
voting locations exacerbate voter disen-
franchisement.

9 Historical practices like the white
primary and poll taxes continue to
influence Texas’ voting policies, contrib-
uting to contemporary issues of voter
suppression.

y Increase funding for voter education

programs targeting marginalized commu-
nities, including non-English speakers.

» Encourage bipartisan support to protect

voter access for all eligible citizens,
including those with justice involvement.

This analysis underscores the critical need to protect and expand voter access in Texas,
especially for justice-impacted populations. Legislative changes and historical practices
present challenges that demand proactive, inclusive strategies to ensure that all eligible

Texans can exercise their right to vote.

Barred from the Ballot

HARRIS COUNTY
POPULATION

Harris County
Population: Over
70% of residents
are people of color;
over 12% have
disabilities.

PRETRIAL
DETENTION

Over 6,700 individu-
als held pretrial in
Harris County,
many facing obsta-
cles to voting.

Limited early and
absentee voting
options and stringent
ID laws impact
marginalized com-
munities.

LEGISLATION
IMPACT

SB 1750 and SB 1933
restrict Harris Coun-
ty’s election manage-
ment, raising voter
access Concerns.

O VOTER TURNOUT
(H-° OBSTACLES

In the 2022 Midterm
Election, Harris
County experienced
long lines, delayed
openings, and ballot
shortages.



